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Germany is a country of immigration. In 2016, approximately 22.5% of the population in Ger-

many had a migrant background (Federal Statistical Office). In view of this, there is a need for 

reliable information on the health status of this section of the population. The aim of the IMIRA 

project is to ensure that migrants are better integrated into health monitoring at the Robert Koch 

Institute. The research project encompasses eight sub-projects which are intended to develop 

health monitoring at the Robert Koch Institute and reporting on health matters by the govern-

ment (carried out jointly by the Robert Koch Institute and the Federal Statistical Office). 

- In sub-project 1, the IMIRA team will initially review current research findings and the 

latest knowledge surrounding the subject of ‘migration and health’. 

- In sub-project 2, we will develop new methods in order to record characteristics that are 

relevant to health which have only received a limited amount of attention in previous re-

search projects in Germany. 

- In sub-project 3 (IMIRA survey), we would like to ascertain how we can reach people 

with a migrant background in a more effective way when conducting our health surveys 

in order to increase their visibility in future studies. 

- In sub-project 4 (IMIRA research study), we will attempt to determine how linguistic and 

cultural barriers between the participants and medical personnel can be overcome. 

- In sub-project 5, we will focus on developing the report concept for reporting on health 

in relation to people with a migrant background.  

- In sub-project 6, the IMIRA team will verify the usability of the secondary data (e.g. data 

from the statutory health insurance funds) when analysing the health status of people 

with a migrant background.  

- In sub-project 7, the aim is to verify and evaluate data from the Socio-Economic Panel. 

- Sub-project 8 aims to support networking and collaboration between the Robert Koch 

Institute and other important organisations working in the field of ‘migration and health’, 

e.g universities, scientific institutes or the public health service in Germany and other Eu-

ropean countries. 

 

The project is being sponsored by the Federal Ministry of Health and will be supervised by a sci-

entific advisory committee. 

 



Duration: 01/07/2016 to 30/06/2019 

Type of project: Research project 

Sponsor/financed by: Federal Ministry of Health 

Contact: The IMIRA team can be contacted by email at IMIRA@rki.de. 
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