
  

Announcement of the Natl. Advisory Committee ‘Blood’ (Arbeitskreis Blut) 
of the German Federal Ministry of Health 

 
The following recommendation (Votum) V 38 was adopted at the 66th session of the Natl. Advisory 

Committee ‘Blood’ held on June 09, 2008: 

 
Specification for the Length of Thrombocyte Concentrate Shelf Life with 

the Aim of Reducing Life-Threatening Septic Transfusion Reactions 
Caused by Bacterial Contamination 

 
Worldwide hemovigilance data show that of all blood components thrombocyte concentrates 
(TC) present the greatest risk of transfusion related septicemias. Hemovigilance data obtained 
from spontaneous reporting in Germany shows that fatal TC-related septicaemias occur in this 
country as well.  
 
Various strategies have been introduced by countries throughout the world in order to reduce 
this risk. The most frequently used measure is a complete screening of TC by bacterial 
culturing. Data published in international literature and from Germany show that screening by 
culture methods detect contaminated products and to some extent may lead to their exclusion 
from usage. It must be noted, however, that screening cannot eliminate fatal transfusion 
reactions caused by bacteria. Detailed analysis of such fatal incidents shows that they were 
primarily caused by TC preparations that were approaching the end of their shelf life. 
 
To reduce the danger of fatal transfusion reactions caused by bacterial contamination of TC 
the Advisory Group ‘Blood’ recommends that the storage of TC be limited to 4 days (4x24h), 
beginning at midnight of the day the blood was collected. Only pathogen inactivated TC are 
to be exempted from this rule. 
 
Additionally, the Advisory Group ‘Blood’ recommends strict adherence to all methods that 
insure the purity of TC preparations. These include visual control of the product as well as 
aseptic application and regular and frequent patient supervision by qualified personnel. 
 
In addition, mandatory reporting and clarification should be required for all suspicious cases 
of transfusion related septicemias according to defined standards. 
 
Further detailed elucidation of this topic can be found in a separate manuscript (Bundes-
gesundheitsbl., in print, 2008). 
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